Appendix IV
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
OF PRINCIPAL CORRESPONDENTS AND PERSONS
FREQUENTLY MENTIONED
(See also Sketches in earlier volumes]
COUNT RUGGERO GAMBA GHISELLI
Count Gamba was a respected member of an old aristocratic family
in Ravenna. He had allied himself with the aristocratic revolutionary
parties from the time of the French occupation. Perhaps Count
Guiccioli's temporary alliance with the revolution (he was a wealthy
landholder and an opportunist) induced Gamba to give his daughter
Teresa, then 18 and just out of Convent School at Faenza, to the 57-
year-old Guiccioli in marriage, along with a dowry of 4500 scudi. At
first he was alarmed at Teresa's liaison with Byron, but he soon came
to like the English lover better than his son-in-law. Byron's genuine
interest in Italian freedom contrasted with Count Guiccioli's slippery
self-serving politics, and his amiable openness with the suave but
scheming ways of Guiccioli.
Teresa had little difficulty in winning her father's confidence in
her Cavalier Servente and later in persuading him to seek a separation
for her from her husband by appealing to Pope Pius VII. After the
separation Byron won Count Gamba's esteem and trust further by
siding with him in urging Teresa to observe restraint and prudence
in their meetings. "Ask Papa" was his constant admonition. Count
Gamba and his son Pietro initiated Byron into the secret revolutionary
society of the Carbonari. When the Gambas were exiled, Teresa
wanted to stay behind with Byron, but he induced her to follow her
father and brother to Florence and later to Pisa where he joined them.
From then on Count Gamba accepted Byron as his counsellor as well
as his daughter's lover and trusted him completely. After Byron and
Pietro left for Greece, Count Gamba returned to the Romagna with
Teresa, was jailed in Ferrara for six years for his political activities, and
spent his last years on his estate at Filetto, where he died in 1846.
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